
                                     While they were sleeping 
 

   While they were sleeping It was an evening like any other. Ordinary men were 
doing an ordinary job. Shepherds were “keeping watch over their flock by night” 
(Luke 2:8). 
   Was it chilly? Were they tired? When angels appeared with news of a Savior, 
had the shepherds been talking about their troubles or sharing a good joke?  
   How quickly, how mysteriously, how unexpectedly an ordinary night became 
the turning point of human history. How remarkable that God chose to set his 
great rescue plan in motion when only a young couple was paying attention and only a few 
shepherds were awake.  
   God’s work is sometimes so secret we may wonder if he’s there or if he cares. The Christmas 
story tells us that God works out breathtaking plans for our lives in the dark, often while we’re 
sleeping or going about our ordinary routines.  

What’s on your list? 
A little smile, a word of cheer, 

A bit of love from someone near, 

A little gift from one held dear, 

Best wishes for the coming year… 

These make a Merry Christmas! 
 

- John Greenleaf Whittier 

When Trouble Comes 
 

   Have you noticed that things often seem to 

fall apart all at once? It could be a string of 

financial setbacks. First the refrigerator goes 

out, then the car won’t start and then the roof 

starts leaking. Or maybe our relationships 

break down or our career unravels.  

   What can we do when hardships threaten to 

overwhelm us? Peanuts character Charlie 

Brown said, “I only dread one day at a time.” 

                   But we can do better than that. 

                     We can take a deep breath,  

                   cling to God’s hand and keep 

                   walking, knowing that our 

                   heavenly Father is always with us.  

 

Who: Aaron & Julie Popp 

 

Family: Aaron and Julie have been married for 9 years and have 

two daughters, Lindsey (5) and Averie (4). Julie home schools 

both of her children every day. 

 

Work: Aaron works for the Kentucky Cabinet for Health & Families as a case consultant. Julie 

teaches music at the First United Methodist Church Preschool. 

 

Salvation Experience: Aaron has been a member of CGBC all his life and was saved at age 9. 

Julie joined the church in 2001 and was saved early in life also, at age 6. 

 

Hobbies: Julie likes to bake, read, watch movies, and listen to music. Aaron enjoys playing 

basketball and doing anything outdoors. Both enjoy spending time with family and friends. 

 

Other: Aaron and Julie met their junior year at SCHS in chemistry class. Word is that Aaron 

had trouble concentrating on his classwork that year. In 2010, Aaron 

arm-wrestled the Turtleman (made famous for going head-to-head with 

groundhogs, raccoons, snapping turtles and snakes). He couldn’t handle the 

mighty Aaron Popp, though. Lol. 

Bro. Darrell Taylor 

   December is now hear: Upward games begin, 

children’s Christmas play, class Christmas 

parties, Christmas with family, and WOW – I’m 

tired already. But wait – isn’t it to be more about 

HIM than about us? May we all rethink 

Christmas this year and put Christ back at the 

center of our Christmas plans. Merry Christmas!! 

Cedar Grove Baptist Church Schedule 
 

Sunday School………….….......9:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship….....11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Sunday Evening Worship.............6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Evening/AWANA…..6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

SPOTLIGHT MINISTRY 
 

Upward Ministry 
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   On December 3
rd

, CGBC will 

begin our seventh season of 

Upward basketball. From the 

„05/‟06 season beginning with 

150 kids, this ministry has grown 

to over 470 children involved in 

both the basketball and the 

cheerleading programs. 

   Aaron Popp has taken over the 

reigns from troy hawkins as head 

of the league this year and he is 

excited as ever. When asked 

about this year, Aaron had this to 

say, “I am expecting a wonderful 

season this year. We have more 

kids involved now than we ever 

have and this enables us to reach 

more kids and their parents with 

the good news about jesus 

christ.” 

   This year marks the first year 

that CGBC will play games in 3 

locations, adding Anne Mason 

elementary to the list of venues. 

So, “lets play some basketball!!” 

After the church service, seven year old 
Brian said to the preacher: “When I grow 
up, I’m going to give you some money.” 
   “Well, thank you, “ the preacher replied, 
“but why?” 
   “Because my daddy says that you’re one 
of the poorest preachers we’ve ever had.” 
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Upcoming Events 

12/7 – AWANA: Candy for 

verses night 

 

12/10 – Upward: Game #2 

 

12/11 – Children’s Ministry: 

Christmas musical @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

12/14 – AWANA: store night 

 

12/16 – Family Ministry: Family 

cookie fun night @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

12/17 – Upward: Game #3 

 

12/17 – Youth: Christmas party 

(progressive dinner) 

 

12/18 – Youth: Babysitting 

fundraiser (for S. S. party night) 

 

12/21 – AWANA: no classes 

 

12/25 – No Sunday School & no 

evening services 

 

12/28 – AWANA: no classes 

 

12/30 – Youth: Mafia @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

1/1 – No evening services 

 

 
    Regular Events 

Sundays  @ 5:00 p.m. – Prodigal 

team meeting 

Finances 

Income…..…...…..…..…-($15,324) 

Expenses…….............…...-$15,325 

Youth 

Red River 

Gorge Outing 

Annual 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner 
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Content Analysis….The Gagel’s 

Youth Community Outreach 
 

   On November 16th, the youth group 

delivered dinners to the retirement home in 

Stamping Ground. Over 16 youth 

participated and delivered nearly 30 dinners 

to those in our community! 

      On November 20th, CGBC hosted the annual Thanksgiving 

dinner. With over 175 people in attendance, there was food 

and fun for everyone (except the turkey)! 

Antonio Banderas 

got nothin’ on me! 

Camera shy? 

I hope she doesn’t 

get stuck that way! 

What a crowd!! 

Interesting Dates in December 
 

• Teacher’s Appreciation day, December 7 

• Pearl Harbor day, December 7 

• Beethoven’s birthday, December 16, 1770 

• Boston Tea Party, Dec 16, 1773 

• Wright Brothers day, December 17 

• First day of winter, Dec. 22 

• December is National Stress Free month 

    Holidays in December 
 

• Christmas Eve, December 24 

• Christmas, December 25 

• New Year’s Eve, December 31 

HOLD ME!! 

The cedar gang. 

Takin’ a break already? 

We just got started! 

I promise, I 

didn’t touch 

your tea, 

Thomas!! 

Red River Gorge Outing 
 

   On November 5th, the youth group visited 

the Red River Gorge area. Thirteen students 

spent over 7 hours hiking in the mountains! 

Are you sure you 

know how to do this? 

Just don’t backup! 

We came, we saw, 

we conquered! 


